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Protection of  students and minors, legal regulations 

Young workers are in accordance with the Occupational Health and 

Safety Act particularly vulnerable group of employees. 

 

Because of their inexperience, lack of practical knowledge, lack of 

awareness about safety and health risks, the inadequate supervision 

by experienced workers, young workers get injured more often than 

others.  

 

Employer shall be obliged to provide special occupational health and 

safety for this group for the purpose of preserving his unimpaired 

mental and physical development.  

 

For the purpose of minors’ safety and health protection at work, the 

employer shall be obliged to adjust conditions and working time 

organization for the purpose of eliminating safety and health risks.  



Regulation on organizing and teaching in vocational schools : 

 

Before the commencement of the practical part of the curriculum 

students have to adopt the contents of the basics of occupational 

safety and pass the exam before the qualified person from the 

institution. 

 

While performing the task each exercise as part of the practical part 

of the curriculum, the student must know the sources of danger, 

adopt procedures to work safely and apply PPE in accordance with 

the regulations governing safety and health at work. 

 

The student  can only work under the expert guidance of teachers in 

the institution, or mentors with the employer. 

Protection of  students and minors, legal regulations 



Application of measures and knowledge of students on occupational 

safety in secondary vocational schools 

Survey  on OSH 
knowledge (the 
questionnaire 
for students) 
and interview  
with teachers 
and mentors 

  
28 

vocational 
schools, 

896 
students 

carpenter, 
chemical, 

agricultural 
construction, 
graphic  and 

forestry 
technician 

Raise awareness 
of students 
about the 

importance of 
safety and 

health at work 

Positive impact 
on reduction of  
the number of 
injuries at work 

of  students  
and young 

workers 



 Results 

 The theoretical part of work safety is taught in the first 

grades of the prescribed number of hours, after which the 

students take an exam that is equal for all directions 

 

 In the higher grades, students are introduced to the dangers 

and hazards related to the particular technology of work 

which is  emphasized through practical training 

 

 Practical classes (workshops) are held in the school and at 

employers (usually, craftsmen) 

 

 None of the schools that participated in the survey has 

registered accidents at work (workshops)  of students 



Educational program for the profession carpenter 

3 vocational schools,  24 students 

 Future young carpenters recognize general hazards and are able to 

identify efforts and harmfulness they may occur on their future work 

 

 The students say that they are familiar with the safety measures by 

teachers or leaders of practical training as well as by craftsmen where 

they go for practical training 

67% 

15% 

18% 

Introduction to OSH 

in class at school

in practical work at employer

from school books



60% 
24% 

4% 12% 

PPE  

the first measure to be applied in the
workplace

often unnecessary

measure that interfere with work

measures to be applied when otherwise
not possible to have the protection of
workers at the workplace

46% 

35% 

15% 

4% 

OSH  

important

important, but not the
most important

formality

not important

 

  Availability and application of 

PPE in schools is positively 

evaluated according to 13 

students, and is considered to be 

inaccessible 5 students 

 

 Practical training mentors deny 

injures at work but 20% of 

students said that there were 

injures 

 

 More than half of the surveyed 

students didn' t express a wish to  

gain additional knowledge about 

the safety measures. 

Educational program for the profession carpenter 
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Educational program for  program agricultural technician 

 5 schools, 147 students 

 

 General agricultural technician, fitofarmaceut, agrtourism and gardener 

 
 Students are able to list the hazards related to their future profession 

 

 Students consider occupational safety and health very important and are 

familiar with the area 
 

81% 

11% 

7% 

1% 
Introduction to OSH 

at school lectures

at employer

school books

I am not familiar with OSH



79% 

8% 

3% 10% 

PPE 
first measure to be applied in
the workplace

often unnecessary

measure that interfere with
work

52% 

35% 

11% 

2% 
OSH 

important

important, but not the
most important

formality

is not important

Educational program for  program agricultural technician 

 Most of the students said that 

they are well-informed about 

safety measures and danger of 

their future profession 

 

 The availability of personal 

protective equipment at the 

school was confirmed by 53% 

of students 

 

  56% of students expressed 

their interest in finding out 

more about the safety 

measures and occupational 

health 
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Educational program for the occupation chemical technician 

 4 schools, 80  students 

 Most of the students successfully recognize dangers, hazards and efforts 

specific to their profession 

 

 80 % of surveyed students consider personal protective equipment to be 

the first safety measure 

68% 

12% 

13% 

5% 2% 

Introduction to OSH 

at the school lectures

at the practical workshops

school books

I am not familiar with OSH

others



64% 

19% 

12% 

5% 

OSH 

is very important

is important, but not the
most important

is formality

is not important

80% 

6% 

8% 

6% 

PPE 

first measure to be applied in
the workplace

often unnecessary

measure that interfere with
work

Educational program for the occupation chemical technician 

Students report that PPE is 

provided and available in the 

school (31% of students) and in 

practice with the employer (18% 

of students) 

 

An equal percentage of students 

(39%) denies and confirms injures  

during practical training, while half 

of the students expressed an 

interest in additional education 

about safety measures 
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Educational program for the occupation construction technician 

 6 schools, 226  students 

Students recognize general hazards and are able to identify efforts and 

harmfulness that may occur on their future work  

 

Students say that they are familiar with the safety measures by teachers or 

leaders of practical training as well as by craftsmen where they go for practical 

training.  

 

14% 

8% 

78% 

OSH RESPONSIBILITY 

school/employer

only me

all together



Educational program for the occupation construction technician 

84,68% 

10,81% 4,50% 

OSH 

is very important

is important but not
the most important

is formality

85,71% 

11,61% 2,68% 

PPE 

first measure to be
applied at the
workplace

often unnecessary

measure that
interfere with work

 

 Most of the students agree (78 %) 

that responsibility for OSH should 

be divided between worker 

(student), employer and teacher 

 

 Teachers and practical educators 

deny injuries at work (practice) but 

20% of students said that there 

were some injuries during practical 

work 

 

More than half of the surveyed 

students (56 %) said that they don't 

want to gain additional knowledge 

about the occupational safety and 

health 
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Educational program for the occupation graphic technician 

 3 schools, 66 students 

 

 Students are able to list the hazards related to their future profession 

 

  Students consider occupational safety and health very important and 

are familiar with the area, primarily through lectures in schools 
 
 

5,88% 

94,12% 

OSH responsibility 

school/employer

all together



Educational program for the occupation graphic technician 

90% 

6% 

3% 
1% OSH 
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Injuries at practical workshops 

 

 97 % of students’ consider PPE to be 

the first measure to be applied in the 

workplace 

 

 The availability of personal protective 

equipment at the school was 

confirmed by 97% of students 

 

  64 % of students expressed their 

interest in finding out more about the 

safety measures and occupational 

health 
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Educational program for the occupation forestry technician 

  182 students were surveyed from 5 vocational schools   

 

 Future young workers in this field recognize general hazards and are able 

to identify efforts and harmfulness they may occur on their future work 

 

80% 

7% 

10% 

3% 0% 

Introduction to OSH 

at school

at employer

school books

I am not familiar with OSH

other



Educational program for the occupation forestry technician 

92% 

5% 

3% 
0% 

PPE 

first measure to be aaplied at the
workplace

often unnecessary

measures that interfere with work

measures to be applied when
otherwise not possibile to achieve
protection of workers

 Availability and application of PPE in 

schools is positively evaluated 

according to 92 % students and is 

considered to be inaccessible by 8 % 

students 

 

  Teachers and practical educators deny 

injuries at work (practice) but 10 % of 

students said that there were some 

injuries during practical work 

 

 78% of the surveyed students said that 

they do not want to gain additional 

knowledge about the occupational 

safety and health 
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Conclusion 

 Study showed that students don't understand basic OSH 

principals 

 

 Data on the availability of PPE, as well as information on 

occupational injuries that are very controversial, even when it 

comes to the same schools 

 The leaders of practical training expressed their desire and need 

for education in the field of safety and health at work 

 

 The positive impression related to the perception of safety at 

work as very important and the awareness that responsibility for 

the safety and health at work is divided between students, 

schools and employers 



 Safety culture should be developed from the earliest age by 

means of educational training  

 

 OSH education must include theoretical and practical part 

 

 Development of safety culture should be joint responsibility of  

teachers, employers and OSH specialists 

 

Conclusion 
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